I78                        INDIES   ADVENTURE

in their military instruction. But Fernao Gomes did not
lose his head. The company stood their ground with lances
pointed, and hoped for the best. When the foremost elephant
came up, Fernao Gomes gave him a thrust in the eye. With
a roar of pain the animal threw up his trunk and Fernao
Gomes spiked him in the stomach. The wounded elephant,
beside himself with pain and rage, hurled his driver to the
ground, turned tail and began to trample on the Malays.
D. Joao and the rest also managed to wound the elephants
while avoiding their trunks. The great beasts all stampeded,
scattering destruction in their path.

Darkness fell and the Portuguese reinstalled themselves
upon their bridge and in the Mosque in cheerful mood. The
roads were clear and the cannon sweeping down them all
night long continued to keep them open.

Only twenty-eight men were killed in the battle, but there
were many wounded, some by poisoned arrows, few of whom
survived. All the serious cases Albuquerque sent back to the
fleet. He was always very careful of his wounded. It was
partly for their sake that he now decided to wait some days
before the final assault. This would, of course, be followed
by the sack of the town and it seemed a pity that these poor
fellows should miss it.

Another perhaps more important reason was that Sultan
Mohanaed might ask for terms. Albuquerque himself, we
gather, was not at all keen on fighting to a finish. He told
the captains more than once that he did not wish to destroy
the town or gain the ill-will of the natives. He was quite
ready to forgo the sack if the King would pay a sum of
money sufficient to console the troops, and agree to build
the fortress at his own expense. He therefore waited, hoping
for a message from the King. " He will never make terms
sincerely/' said Ruy de Araujo; "no Malay ever does!"

But Sultan Mohamed did not ask for peace. It was
other people that came to Albuquerque while he waited on
the bridge. Nina Chatu, the kindly merchant who had done
so much for the prisoners, now asked if he might be sure that